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} AND I'M ALMOST 
OUT OF TIME. 


LITERALLY, 
FIGURATIVELY, 
AND IN EVERY 
OTHER SENSE 
OF THE WORD. 


THERE ARE THINGS WE DO BECALISE 
WE NEED TO, OR WE WANT TO, OR BECAUSE WE'RE DESPERATE AND 
WE THINK WE REALLY OUGHT TO... A THERE'S NO OTHER CHOICE. USUALLY 
eee] 9 THEY INVOLVE THE VERY REAL 
a / POSSIBILITY OF DYING. 


s=1=—1 aI pelaues 
\ AND THERE ARE THINGS WE DO ONLY 


i? 


\ |F IT DOES, THEN AT LEAST T'LL 
q DENY HIM THE PLEASURE OF 
4 FEEDING OFF THE SPIDER IN ME. 


1: = ae ee 
| I CAN'T KID MYSELF. 
THIS COULD KILL 
ME EVERY BIT AS 
EFFECTIVELY AS 
MORLUN. 


(T'S NOT MUCH OF 
A CONSOLATION. BUT 
IT'S ALL I'VE GOT. 
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UNKNOWN. WHAT I CAN 
CONTROL IS THE AMOUNT 


{ TOO MUCH AND IT'LL BOIL 


i MY BLOODSTREAM, FRY MY 


MY ARTERIES AND COOK 
MY HEART FASTER THAN 
AUNT MAY'S MICROWAVE. 


WHAT THE HELL... } 

I NEVER WANTED 

TO LIVE FOREVER 
ANYWAY. 


a 
eran 
(IS BEYOND 
DESCRIPTION. 


= 


EVERY NERVE fees 
IS ON FIRE. 


A, AND I 
SUDDENLY 
WONDER -- 


A TERRIBLE 
Ky MISTAKE? 
~SS 


atl 


y EASED TO 
Tm | heat 
WOULD APPEAR } |. YOUR DEATH, THE PURE SPIDER 


THAT I DID. WITHIN YOU, WILL SUSTAIN ME 4s 


FOR AT LEAST ANOTHER 
h HUNDRED YEARS. 
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{ NOTHING TO SAY? UNTIL NOW 
YOU'VE BEEN TALKING FOR 
BOTH OF US. I DON'T HAVE 
YOUR SKILL. T HARDLY KNOW / 
\_ WHAT TO SAY. WELL, 
EXCEPT f 
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WHILE YOUR 
SACRIFICE WAS 
INEVITABLE AND 
UNWILLING...AT 
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-- GOODBYE. 
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GET 
Me! 
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L..I DON'T 
UNDERSTAND, 
WHAT -- 


O FEED ON THE - 
N Me, BECAUSE JUST ONE I MAY BE 
IT WAS PURE...RIGHT PROBLEM. MANY THINGS... 
FROM THE SPIDER'S A SNAPPY DRESSER, A 
MOUTH SO TO GOOD DANCER, AND OVERALL 
A HECK OF A NICE GUY ONCE 
YOU GET TO KNOW ME. BUT FF 
THERE'S ONE THING | 
I'M NOT. 


THE SPIDER | | 


THAT BIT ME HAD 
BEEN SUBJECTED TO 
A MASSIVE DOSE OF 

RADIATION. 


WHATEVER THE 
SPIDER HAD BEEN 
BEFORE THAT MOMENT, 
WHATEVER ITS INTENTIONS, 
IF ANY, WHATEVER POWERS 

IT CARRIED, IF ANY...ALL /\) 
THAT CHANGED WITH 
THE RADIATION. 


EZEKIEL 
ASKED WHICH 
CAME FIRST, THE 
CHICKEN OR THE EGG... 
THE RADIATION OR 
THE SPIDER? THE 
TOTEM OR THE 
ISOTOPE. 


MAYBE THE 
SPIDER FINALLY GOT 
SMART AND DECIDED TO 

EVOLVE TO THE NEXT 
LEVEL. MAYBE IT GOT 
STUPID AND WAS WHERE 
IT SHOULDN'T HAVE 
BEEN. 


EITHER WAY, 
THE SPIDER AND 
THE RADIATION MET IN 


IN THE TEST TUBE, 
AND TOGETHER THEY 
PRODUCED... 


A CHILD 
OF THE SPIDER. 
FIRST COUSIN TO 
THE ATOM. 


YOU CAN 
HANDLE THE 
FIRST. THAT'S 
WHAT YOU LIKE. 
THAT'S WHAT 
YOU FEED 
ON. 


BUT 
RADIATION... 
AH, THAT'S A 
LITTLE HARDER 
TO SWALLOW, 
ISN'T IT? 
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AFTER THE i S/H) a 
FIRST DOSE, T ALWAYS — < s = 
WONDERED IF I COULD SUSTAIN | 
ANOTHER DOSE... OR IF IT 
WOULD KILL ME. BUT I NEVER 
HAD A REASON TO TEST THE 
EQUATION. TO TAKE 
THAT CHANCE. 
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Deze you. “CONGRATULATIONS, 


‘ SS 
A a —— SUNSHINE... YOU JUST GZS 
5 i SINR REAP eC THe wereLwin, BK AN 
\S \ \ [fatd Peee ! aT UL TTM ELLE LLY fp ; 
Wit} ee I CAN FEEL THE RADIATION 
W\{h\\ BURNING INSIDE ME... BUT I 


CAN HANDLE THE PAIN NOW. 


LTS g 
GET AWAY = 
FROM Me -- 
New ye 


EVERY TIME I HIT HIM, INSTEAD OF MY ENERGY, HE 
ABSORBS THE RADIATION AT THE POINT OF CONTACT. 


CHOKE ON IT, BABY... CHOKE ON 
IT. 'CAUSE IT'S PAYBACK TIME. 


HOW DOES IT FEEL TO 
BE ON THE OTHER SIDE OF THE 
IRRESISTIBLE FORCE, MORLUN? 


OR GIVE UP? 
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— G23 ONE 
CHAI nice 


eM g mare 
EVER necoeo. 
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‘OR ME. Fi 
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PLEASE.., NO 
MORE... T Give YOu 
MY WoRD, T WILL 
OK ceave... TWILL NEVER 
RETURN -- 


LS 
E'S VULNERABLE. HE CAN -—~) 


H 
BE HURT. HE CAN BE KILLED. \i 
I STOP HIM RIGHT HERE, J 
RIGHT NOW, OR HE 
GOES BACK TO KILLING. 


GOD IN HEAVEN, 


AI is SYRENOTH BACK. 
sy) I STOPPED HIM ONCE, 
3y. I DON'T KNOW IF T 

CAN DO IT AGAIN. 


Sy I CANT LET HIM GO. 
WN eee 
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I WAS JUST HUNGRY, THAT'S 
ALL...IT WAS NOTHING 
PERSONAL...I WAS JUST... 

» HUNGRY... 
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GET OUT. NEVER COME 
BACK. OR T WILL HURT 
YOU A THOUSAND 
TIMES WORSE THAN 
HE EVER DID. 
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.-DING-DONG 


THE WITCH IS DEAD, 


WHICH OLD WITCH, THE 
WICKED WITCH... 


"YES, SIR, THAT'S 
WHAT WE'VE FOLIND... 


ve, 


ey 


shh eS . 


"1 THERE'S DEFINITELY BEEN 
A MELTDOWN... BUT I DON'T 
THINK IT'S EXACTLY WHAT 
YOU'RE WORRIED ABOUT...” 


Se { KNOW I'VE BEEN YOUR 
HELLO, GOD... wis PERSONAL CAT TOY FoR |] 
THIS IS PETER : ™ i THE LAST FEW YEARS...BUT | 
PARKER. CAN I 7 CAN WE NOT DO THAT TO 
ASK A FAVOR? stg if $e ME AGAIN FOR A WHILE? 


NOT REAL LONG, 


; Bi WY JUST KIDDING, Caan: 
— 600. YOU KNEW THAT, 
TERMS, RIGHT? wy JUST KIDDING. ates 


WHEN MY KNEES 
STOP SHAKING, I 
GO TO CHECK ON 
EZEKIEL'S PLACE. I 
FIGURE SOMEBODY 
HAS TO TELL THEM 
HE'S GONE. TELL 
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SS TT 


BUT THE PLACE IS 
EMPTY. THE FURNITURE 
LOOKS LIKE IT WAS 
YANKED OUT FAST. 
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NOTHING. 
Al DID SOMEONE 
Ma) TELL THEM? 
DID THEY FIND 
OUT ON THEIR 
OWN? OR... 


N \\ \ AN 


DOTNOTHAVe 
TO CARRY ONE 

MORE DEATH ON 
MY CONSCIENCE? # 
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MADE IN 
TAIWAN 


ROUND LIKE THIS 
ELSE IS GONE. 
N_YOU'RE -- 


PRETTY CALM 
f TO BE HANGING 
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NOW COME, Wi 
WE HAVE PLACES // 
TO BE, THINGS = YY 
TO DO... SN 
bil > 
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EVEN YOU'RE 
\ BEAUTIFUL. 
Y 


ANGRY, SO TAKE 
A HIKE, YOU'RE 
BLOCKING 


“wi 
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BEAUTIFUL AND THE 
HOOKERS ARE 
BEAUTIFUL -- 


I'M A- 
FREAKING- 
LIVES 


AND 
THE WORLD IS 
BEAUTIFUL. 


THE CITY 
(S BEAUTIFUL. 
THE STREET IS 
BEAUTIFUL. 


MAN, THIS 
PLACE NEVER s 
ACTUALLY, NO PLACE $ = RADIATION FLUSHING 
EVER LOOKED Sis = Zh, OUT OF MY SYSTEM 
| 5 =f THE SAME WAY IT 
DID AFTER THAT 
FIRST BITE. 4 


TM GONNA SLEEP FOR A WEEK... THEN 
WHEN I'M TIRED OF THAT, I'LL GET 
SOME REST. THEN MAYBE A 
LITTLE MORE SLEEP, IF 
a I'M UP TO IT. 3 
OW, iE NOT, ~“S 
MAN WAS THAT THEN I'LL JUST 
OVERDUE... NAP FOR A FEW 
WEEKS. 
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ME LAST LONG 
ENOUGH TO HIT THE 
PILLOW...T'VE NEVER 
BEEN THIS TIRED 
BEFORE. 


<{ 

AT LEAST i 

MY GOOD OLD ‘aaa 

SPIDEY-SENSE IS 

THERE TO LET ME 

KNOW IF ANYONE WHO 

MIGHT WANT TO 

HURT ME COMES 

\ IN, SO I CAN 
RELA 


-- AND JUST 
SLEEEEEP... 


